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About Us
SchoolHouse Connection works to overcome homelessness through education. 
We provide strategic advocacy and practical assistance in partnership with 
schools, early childhood programs, institutions of higher education, service 
providers, families, and youth.

The California Homeless Youth Project is a research and policy initiative that 
highlights the issues faced by young people experiencing homelessness. We 
feature the voices of youth describing their experiences and their 
recommendations for policy change.

@SchoolHouseConn | @CAHomelessYouth

The Orange County Department of Education (OCDE) is a public education 
organization offering support services to 27 school districts,more than 600 
schools and serving over 500,000 students in Orange County. We play a 
supportive role in the  vision in collaboration with educators at all levels of 
student development,  from early childhood through higher education, and in 
partnership with families, businesses, and community organizations. 



Overview
Learning outcomes:

➢ Articulate methodologies for identifying 
homeless college students

➢ Learn the importance of establishing and 
building local key partnerships in the 
transition between high schools and 
colleges for students experiencing 
homelessness 

➢ Learn 3-4 best practices colleges around the 
nation, and specifically in California, that 
support students experiencing 
homelessness. 
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Poll 



Definitions

Homeless

An individual who lack a fixed, 
regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence. 

Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth - A youth under 24 who 
is considered homeless from 
the definition above and is not 
in the physical custody of a 
parent or guardian 

Housing Insecure

The lack of security in an 
individual shelter that is the 
result of high housing costs 
relative to income, poor 
housing quality, unstable 
neighborhoods, 
overcrowding, and/or 
homelessness.



What does homelessness look like? 

● Being homeless with family 
● Parental substance abuse 
● Mental illness 
● Domestic violence 
● Foster care 
● Abuse and neglect

● Parenting 
● Living in a hotel/motel 
● Couch-surfing/doubling up 
● Living in car 
● Living in a shelter
● Deep poverty and lack of affordable 

housing 



About 3.5 million young adults 
(18-25 year old) or about 1 in 10 

experienced homelessness on their own 
over the course of a year. 
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90% of CA homeless youth have career goals that require 
higher education. 

90%



  Homeless Students Context

Homeless college students are not a 
homogenous group.

Youth (under 24):  
● Barriers to 

financial aid
● K-12 

transition 
impede being 
in college  

Older students:  
● May age out 

of youth 
programs

● Affordable 
housing

● Parenting 
students



College Student Homelessness 

National

➢ 5% at University of California 
➢ 11% at California State University 
➢ and 19% at California Community 

College 

California

➢ Homelessness affects 18% of 
survey respondents at 
two-year institutions 

➢ Homelessness affects 14% of 
survey respondents at 
four-year institutions 



Supporting 
Students 

Transitioning to 
College



Supporting Students – McKinney Vento Act
● Primary federal legislative response to 

homelessness

● Subtitle VII-B focuses on the education of 

children and youth experiencing 

homelessness - preschool – 12th grade

● Establishes definition of homeless used by 

schools and the rights given to eligible 

students

● Entitled to immediate enrollment in any 

public school that students living in, even if 

students do not have required documents

● The Education for Homeless Children/Youth 

Act is authorized under Title VII-B 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 

from 1987 and most recently reauthorized in 

December 2015 by the Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA)

● All schools required to remove enrollment 

barriers, assist with attendance, and 

support academic success

● All school districts are required to have a 

homeless liaison



Supporting Students Experiencing 
Homelessness

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzCMH63PQsg


Supporting Students 
Experiencing 
Homelessness



Homeless Liaison Support
Homeless Education: https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/


 Supporting 
Students: Building 
Partnerships



Campus Contacts



Student Outcomes

Effective 2017–2018 Homeless & Foster Students State Report Cards Must Disaggregate:

● Academic Indicator (English language arts/literacy [ELA] and mathematics 
assessments)

● English Learner Progress
● Chronic Absenteeism
● Graduation Rate
● Suspension Rate
● College/Career Readiness (includes grade 11 assessment results)

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/ 

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/


Questions about 
Transition 

from High School



California 
Resources



Study of Basic Needs Resources
*Measuring Our Success: Campus Supports for College Students Experiencing Food & Housing Insecurity 

What resources are available to students 
experiencing basic needs insecurity?

● year-round student housing
● emergency housing
● emergency grants
● short-term loans
● food resources
● advisors for foster youth & unstably 

housed students
● programs for foster youth & unstably 

housed students

50 CCCs

23 CSUs

9 UCs

83 Public 
Campuses
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Housing Resources
Of the 9 UCs and 23 CSUs:

● 75% offer year-round student housing
● 72% offer emergency housing
● 66% have programs for students 

experiencing housing insecurity
● 91% have advisors for these students

Of the 50 CCCs:

● 4% offer year-round student housing
● 2% offer emergency housing
● 28% have programs for students 

experiencing housing insecurity
● 81% have advisors for these students

@SchoolHouseConn | @CAHomelessYouth



● Nearly all of the 82 campuses give away free groceries
● 56% of California’s public universities have food 

recovery programs; no CCCs do yet
● Free prepared meals: 18% of the 50 CCCs, 65% of CSUs, 

all UCs

Food Resources



●Nearly all CSUs and UCs offer both emergency grants and short-term 
loans

● 40% of the 50 CCCs offer emergency grants and 28% of the 50 CCCs 
offer short-term loans

●On average, CCCs offer the lowest amount of funds:

Financial Resources



Summary of Findings

Unknowns: Quality of resources 
and insufficient supply

Opportunities:
● Offer comprehensive food & 

housing resources at all 
campuses

● Make these resources easy to 
find and access

Limited accessibility:
● Difficult to find certain 

resources
● Students may not be eligible 

for certain resources



Recommendations

1. Expand access to year-round student housing
2. Increase availability & affordability of student housing
3. Fund & evaluate housing interventions for students 

experiencing homelessness
4. Allow students experiencing housing insecurity to participate 

in foster youth programs on their campus
5. Create or engage with existing regional learning communities
6. More research!



DREAM BIG! 
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP OUR 
STUDENTS MEET THEIR BASIC 
NEEDS?



What Do Young People Need To Be Successful In School?

Youth with lived experience said: Connection to positive, supportive adults

Stability - difficult to meet educational 
needs when you can't meet basic needs

Help navigating financial aid

Knowledge of existing campus support 
programs and resources (social media, 
word of mouth, visibility: posters, flyers)



College-level liaisons said:

● Connections to housing resources 
● CalFresh application help
● FAFSA completion help
● Mental health services
● Access to supportive services beyond campus

What Do Young People Need To Be Successful In School?
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Questions about California 
Resources



Best Practices 



Identification 
● Introductory emails
● Application 
● Clear referral system
● Trainings 
● Syllabus note

“Any student who faces challenges 
securing their food or housing and believes 

this may affect their performance in the 
course is urged to contact the Dean of 

Students for support. Furthermore, please 
notify the professor if you are comfortable 
in doing so. This will enable her to provide 

any resources that she may possess.”



On Campus 

Off Campus

Housing Supports

➢ Priority access to on-campus housing 
➢ Emergency housing + meal plans  
➢ Year-round housing
➢ Host homes  

➢ Partnerships with hotels/motels
➢ Partnerships with college-focused 

shelters 
➢ Partnerships with institutions that have 

residence halls 
➢ Creative solutions 



Financial Aid 
● Financial aid verification tips 

○ Reminder emails 
○ Office hours + counselors 
○ Trainings  

● Emergency Aid 
● FAFSA requirement in Louisiana, 

Texas, and Illinois 



Parenting Students 
* 26% of undergraduate students are parents.

Priority 
Enrollment

Child Care

Housing

Financial 
Aid 

Assistance

Two-Generation 
Approach

UGA Example

https://osfa.uga.edu/sites/default/files/115-1819.pdf


Other Resources and Strategies 

● Peer mentoring 
● Food banks/pantry + hygiene products 
● Meal swipes
● Lending library 
● Shower & laundry access
● Clothing closet 



Other Resources and Strategies 



Questions about Best 
Practices



3 Things You 
Can Do



● Tip Sheets for Helping Homeless Youth Succeed in College 
● 5 Guides to Support Low-Income and Homeless Youth in California 
● Tips for California Higher Education Liaisons
● Housing Support for Homeless and Foster Youth: Implementing AB 

1228
● Higher Education Webinars 
● The Hope Center Report - College and University Basic Needs 

Insecurity 
● Measuring Our Success: Campus Supports for College Students 

Experiencing Food & Housing Insecurity
● Supporting Students Experiencing Homelessness: Perspectives from 

California’s Community College 

Resources

www.schoolhouseconnection.org/CHEBNA

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/tips-for-helping-homeless-youth-succeed-in-college/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/5-guides-to-help-homeless-college-students-in-california/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Tips-for-Homeless-Higher-Education-Liaisons-CA.pdf
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/housing-support-for-homeless-and-foster-youth-implementing-ab-1228/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/housing-support-for-homeless-and-foster-youth-implementing-ab-1228/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/webinars/archived-webinars/
https://hope4college.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/HOPE_realcollege_National_report_digital.pdf
https://hope4college.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/HOPE_realcollege_National_report_digital.pdf
https://cahomelessyouth.library.ca.gov/docs/pdf/MeasuringSuccess-CHYP.pdf
https://cahomelessyouth.library.ca.gov/docs/pdf/MeasuringSuccess-CHYP.pdf
https://cahomelessyouth.library.ca.gov/docs/pdf/SupportingStudentsExperiencingHomelessness.pdf
https://cahomelessyouth.library.ca.gov/docs/pdf/SupportingStudentsExperiencingHomelessness.pdf


Contact Information

Shahera Hyatt
shahera.hyatt@library.ca.gov
@CAHomelessYouth 

Jillian Sitjar
jillian@schoolhouseconnection.org   
@SchoolHouseConn

Jeanne Awrey
JAwrey@ocde.us 
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