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About SchoolHouse Connection 
SchoolHouse Connection is a national organization working to overcome homelessness through 
education. We provide strategic advocacy and technical assistance in partnership with early childhood 
programs, schools, institutions of higher education, service providers, families, and youth. We believe 
education is the only permanent solution to homelessness. Our vision is that children and youth 
experiencing homelessness have full access to quality learning, birth through higher education, so they 
will never be homeless as adults, and the next generation will never be homeless. 
 

  
Image above: SHC board and staff 
 
Our Advocacy Principles: 

• Education is essential. Access to education, from early childhood through post-secondary, gives 

children and youth the tools to end their homelessness and achieve their dreams. 

• Grassroots approach. Change must be rooted in the realities of local communities. We listen and 

learn, then advocate and implement. 

• Youth leadership. Young people are the experts on their experiences, needs and strengths. We 

must accept their guidance and follow their lead. 

• Child development. The lack of housing, good nutrition, health care and other basic needs 

damages childhood development and has lifelong impacts on health and well-being. The 

developmental needs of children and youth must be central to all advocacy, program design, 

outcome measures, and policy. 

• Prevention must be a priority. We will not solve adult homelessness until the complex realities 

and comprehensive needs of children and youth take a front seat in federal, state, and local 

homelessness policy. Intervening early is a key to better life outcomes and preventing future 

homelessness. 
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Aside from awarding scholarship money, what does the SHC Youth Leadership and Scholarships 
Program do? 
 
Connection, Compassion, and Community: 
The most beneficial and critical piece of our program is developing a network of people who trust and 
care for one another, even as we are located throughout the country. We stay connected using social 
media, email, texts, snaps, insta and any tools we can find! The more involvement we have from all of 
our community members, the better we function. 
 
Leadership Activities:  

• Connecting scholars to writing or speaking opportunities  

• Training new leaders to work with younger scholars in our program 

• Traveling to DC together as a group in the summer of 2019 to advocate for improved education 
policies and practices for those who are experiencing homelessness 

• Presenting with others in SHC, as needed and if wanted, at conferences 
 
Ways We Assist Scholars of All Ages: 
 
What we can do to help you through college is perhaps as unique as you are. One does not have to be 
an active student to work with SHC. In fact, it may be even more important to be most in touch 
if/when you are out of school. 
 
Here are some examples of what we have done for others: 

• Provided customized information about other scholarships available 

• Assist with FAFSA issues (Independent status/homelessness verification) 

• Referred scholars to counselors and other mental health/addiction resources 

• Written letters of recommendation for internships, other scholarships, etc. 

• Sent gift cards to students for school/hygiene supplies 

• Help purchase supplies for studying abroad 

• Assisted with applying for health care coverage 

• Paid for textbooks when scholarships and loans were not enough 

• Provided personal connections to legal aid 

• Helped pay copays for mental health care 

• Helped pay for caps and gowns for graduation 

• Connected those with similar experiences to one another for support and friendship 

• Provided a friendly ear ☺ 
 
Here are examples of what we cannot do (which is good to know, too): 

• Cosign on a loan 

• Purchase cars for you 

• Buy anything for you that does not contribute to your overall health and well-being 
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All About Us: 
 

Amy Bradley, Director of Youth Leadership and Scholarships 
SchoolHouse Connection 
 

I came to SchoolHouse 
Connection after teaching for ten 
years  (high school Language Arts) 
and serving as The Homeless 
Liaison in my local school district 
for a few years. Supporting young 
people throughout their school 
years, higher education included, 

has been my career, one I am passionate about!  I live in 
Columbus, Ohio with my husband, two young kids and our two 
dogs. We like to hike, travel, read and goof off. I like to bake 
vegan goodies, write fiction, and do yoga, too ☺ 
 
 
 

 
Barbara Duffield, Founder and Executive Director 
SchoolHouse Connection 

 
I started my career as a tutor for children 
experiencing homelessness in 1990… a long time 
ago!  Since then, I’ve been obsessed with doing 
everything I can do to make sure that children and 
youth who are homeless can succeed in school. 
I’ve done a ton of work on federal policy advocacy, 
but creating and growing a scholarship program 
means the most to me. When I’m not working, I 
make art, listen to strange rock music, read science 
fiction, and practice yoga and Pilates. I’ll be 50 
years old this September, which freaks me out a 
bit, but I can still rock a handstand, hold a 
headstand for 10 minutes, and push up into many 

backbends, so I think that bodes well!  I have been married to the same man, living in the same 
apartment, and working in the same general issues for more than 25 of those 50 years.  Watching you 
grow and blossom, and reach your full potential, will be an indescribable joy.  Welcome to the 
SchoolHouse Connection family! 
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Ardis Steinmetz, SHC Volunteer and School 
Counselor 
 
I became involved with SHC in October 2016. I 
work with the Youth Leadership and Scholarship 
Program.  I am a high school counselor and live 
in Montana, with my husband and our two 
dogs. We have a son and daughter. My hobbies 
include reading, walking, swimming, hiking, and 
spending time with my family, friends and our 
dogs. I love mountains, lakes, oceans, and 
traveling. One of my favorite quotes is from 
Jane Goodall. “You cannot get through a single 
day without having an impact on the world 
around you. What you do makes a difference, 
and you have to decide what kind of difference 
you want to make.” 

 
 
Patricia Julianelle, Director of Program 
Advancement and Legal Affairs 
SchoolHouse Connection 
 
I’m with SchoolHouse Connection because I 
wanted to advocate for and with young 
people experiencing homelessness. I’m a 
lawyer, so I do my best to use the law to help 
children and young people. I adore our scholar 
program.  I travel all over the US for work, but 
my permanent home is in Santiago, Chile.  I 
am married to a Chilean woman, so Chile is 
our home.  (Y hablo español!)  Some words I 
try to live by are: "Repetition becomes habit; 
Habit becomes character; Character becomes 
destiny.”  I love mountain biking, running and 
swimming (the exercise clears my head and 
gets the endorphins flowing) and am a huge 
super hero /sci fi nerd.  I can hardly stand that 

in 2017 we get BOTH the first Wonder Woman movie and a new Star Wars movie with a woman Jedi!  I 
spend a lot of time in Florida with my mom, and I have a bunch of wonderful nieces and nephews. 
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Leconte Lee, Communications Manager 
SchoolHouse Connection 
 
“Substance without style bores; style without substance 
fades.” 
 
I started working at SHC as the Communications Manager 
in August of 2017. Being an immigrant, I know how 
important education is – as my parents sacrificed 
everything to make sure I get a good education, and I did. 
So, helping others achieve what I have means 
everything to me. I live and work at home in Alexandria, 
VA. My interests include traveling, hiking, biking, eating, 
exploring new places, and thrift shopping.  
 
 
 

 
 
Andy Espinoza, SHC Peer Leader 
 
My name is Andy Espinoza and I was a 2013 scholarship 
recipient. I live in Atlanta, and I work in the surgical 
transplant ICU at Emory University Hospital as a registered 
nurse. There were times in high school where I had zero 
family support and lack of basic resources such as food and 
shelter. Despite my deplorable situation, I strived to keep 
going. "Keep moving forward, Andy" were key words I 
repeated during those times I was hungry. Now I enjoy my 
fantastic job in the ICU in the beautiful city of Atlanta. On 
my off days I love to skateboard and watch movies.  
I have a good background in learning how to use my 
resources during tough times. Most, if not all, of my 
college was paid for through scholarships and 
grants.  SchoolHouse Connection is one of those unique 
organizations made up of key people who can 
guide you to a real future. Experiencing homelessness 
impacted my core, but I have never let it define me. 
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Tia Joyce, SHC Peer Leader 
 
"If serving is beneath you, leadership is 
beyond you" -anonymous 
 
My social worker told me about this scholarship in 
high school. After receiving it I fell in love with the 
mission and years later was delighted to come on 
board as a peer mentor! I live in Chapel Hill, NC and 
I am attending Dental School at UNC Chapel Hill. I 
really enjoy live music, home decor, science, and 
sleeping! I came to SHC as a scholar, and I am still 
currently a student. I feel that can relate to many of 
the obstacles that come along with growing up 
without a stable home or family unit as well as how 
hard school can be when you are faced with so 
many other hardships. I really enjoy 

talking to scholars about anything and everything, so, if you ever want to reach out for any reason, 
please feel free to contact me! 
 
 

Lizzy Pinto-Gouveia 
 
“Don’t worry, you’re just as sane as I am.” -Luna 
Lovegood 
 
I received my scholarship in 2010 and fell in love 
with learning more about youth homelessness. I 
had no idea there were other students who had 
similar experiences; it was a huge eye opener to a 
whole new world. A few things about me, I am a 
super empath paired with a bit of control freak 
(but just a bit!) and my passion is helping people. I 
am a huge believer in self-care and positive 
thinking. I live in Sarasota, FL with my sweet 
husband, three dogs and two cats. I am currently 
working on my first novel. I spend a lot of my time 
at the beach; either writing, relaxing or playing in 
water with my dogs (aka fuzzy sharks). It’s the 
place that brings me the most peace and joy.  I 
also love interior design, so I am always doing 
something new and creative to my house. I am an 
open book about my past and trauma, so please 
feel free to come to me with any questions or just 
to talk. 
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Our Commitment to Confidentiality 

 
The Youth Leadership and Scholarships Program will maintain your confidentiality. This means that 
we will not share your name, any of your verbal or written statements, images of you, or any 
information about you without your direct written consent. We do ask for a general consent form, 
but we also ask you for specific consent each time we would like to use any piece of information 
pertaining to you, as we want each individual to control their own privacy. We require this from 
anyone who works with us! See below. 
 
This statement is from the SchoolHouse Connection Handbook that all SHC staff and volunteers 
must follow:  
 
All individuals interacting with young people and parents on SHC’s behalf in any capacity must 
maintain confidentiality of all information regarding youth, young adults, and parents, including 
those under 18 years old and those 18 and over. Parents’ and youths’ information, including first or 
last names, photographs, and all other information, must never be shared with any person or agency 
outside of SHC unless the parent or youth has provided written consent for the specific release. 
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Self-Care Wheel 
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Accessing Resources on Campus and Locally 
 
We wish we could be near each person to help each other through issues that may arise, but even if 
we can’t be there in person, we can use our vast network to help each other. We can help you identify 
people in your area who can assist. 
 

• Mental Health Services: 
Most college campuses offer mental health services for free. Sometimes when certain 
conditions require more than what is offered for free, and we can help refer to area offices and 
arrange for payment. 

 

• Financial Aid Offices and Resources: 
Your local financial aid administrators can help you with verification processes. Amy Bradley is 
often on phone calls with financial aid and the student to work out issues much faster than it 
might otherwise take. Please ask for help! 

 

• Housing: 
Your campus may offer housing options during breaks! Let SHC help you identify who to talk to 
and maybe even call with you, for extra support. 

 

• Legal Advice: 
You may run into a situation in which legal advice or assistance would help. We know some 
people to ask! Sometimes campuses offer resources and we can help you get to the right place.   
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Domestic Violence Prevention 
 
What is domestic violence? 

• Physical – hitting, pushing, grabbing, squeezing, yanking, biting, choking, shaking or 
slapping 

• Sexual – attempted or actual sexual contact without consent 

• Threats – verbal threats as well as looks or gestures (if someone were to give you “the 
look” as a way to scare you or “buck up” to you even without touching you) to control or 
frighten 

• Psychological or emotional – humiliating, ignoring, name calling, isolating from family 
and friends, insulting or financially controlling. Also, using animals or other people you 
love to control you (i.e. “I’m going to kill your cat if you don’t come back home”, “Your 
family (or friends) love me, if you leave me they’ll hate you”) 

• Stalking – following, waiting outside your work, electronic tracking, harassing that 
makes you feel afraid 

 
Risk Factors for Domestic Violence – Evaluating your partner’s behavior for indicators such as: 

• Past battering 

• Threats of violence 

• Blaming others for problems 

• Cruelty to children or animals 

• Breaking objects or punching 
walls, doors, furniture, etc.  

• Unreasonable jealousy 

• Abrupt mood changes  

• Alcohol or drug abuse 

• Blaming others for problems 

• Cruelty to children or animals 

 
Domestic Violence Resources:

• The National Domestic Violence Hotline  
1-800-799-7233 (SAFE) 
www.ndvh.org 

• National Dating Abuse Helpline  
1-866-331-9474 
www.loveisrespect.org 

• National Sexual Assault Hotline  
1-800-656-4673 (HOPE) 
www.rainn.org 

• National Resource Center on Domestic 
Violence  
1-800-537-2238 
www.nrcdv.org and www.vawnet.org 

• National Center on Domestic Violence, 
Trauma & Mental Health 
1-312-726-7020 ext. 2011 
www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org

http://www.ndvh.org/
http://www.loveisrespect.org/
http://www.rainn.org/
http://www.nrcdv.org/
http://www.vawnet.org/
http://www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org/
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Suicide Prevention Resources 
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Let’s stay in touch! 

 

• Amy Bradley 
614-915-8885 
Amy@SchoolHouseConnection.org 

 

• Ardis Steinmetz 
406-223-7278 
ardiskorn@gmail.com 

 

• Lizzy Pinto-Gouveia 
941-323-3237 
Lizzy.shoben@icloud.com 
 

• Andy Espinoza 
770-743-8796 
Andy.Espinoza@emoryhealthcare.org  

 

• Tia Joyce 
336-708-2657 
Tiajoyce23@gmail.com 

 
 
 
What do we want to know?  When should we hear from you? 
 

• If you have problems with financial aid  

• If you are skipping meals or going hungry 

• If you want to celebrate an accomplishment 

• If you need help finding counseling 

• If you need a letter of recommendation 

• If you need help paying for a tutor or textbooks 

• If you get a new phone, address, or email 

• If you want to chat!  

• If you’re not sure who else to call. 
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